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Dear Parents: 
 
The holidays are fast approaching and I am sure you are all looking forward to time with your children, 
family and friends. The holidays are a time when we all get a chance to be grateful for the gifts in our life, 
extend help to those in need and reflect on the year that has come and gone. We will be following these 
traditions of the season by collecting for the following organizations this year: Holiday Sharing, Support 
the Troops and the local animal shelter. Needless to say it will be a busy couple of months. 
 
Volleyball and Cross Country has officially ended. Our 8th grade girls cross country team took third place 
at the Two Rivers Conference meet and the 7A grade girls took second in volleyball, losing in the Two 
Rivers Championship game to Thompson Middle School. It was an exciting year for all of our teams and 
we are now currently in the middle of our boys basketball and wrestling season. The seasons for these two 
sports are also showing great promise with a group of hard working athletes. 
 
Parent Conferences were well attended and I hope you had a chance to complete the survey at the end of 
your conference. The survey was developed so that we can adequately serve you during our conferences. 
If you were unable to complete the survey, I have included the following link so that you can access it 
online.  
 

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/survey-intro.zgi?p=WEB228C9M887DY 
 
Lastly, a couple weeks ago you should have received your individual student’s ISAT scores. Monroe 
students did very well last year with 92% of all of our students meeting or exceeding on the Illinois 
Standards Achievement Test. This year Monroe is working to increase our focus on Reading Strategies 
and Mathematics Number Sense. After reviewing data with our School Improvement Team we felt these 
were two areas in which all of our students could use greater practice. I will be communicating with you 
throughout the school year as to how our staff is incorporating these ideas in their lessons.  
 
On behalf of the entire Monroe staff I wish you and your family a joyous holiday season!  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jason P. Stipp   
Principal-James Howard Monroe Middle School 

              Mr. Jason P. Stipp, Principal                        Mr. David M. Uhrig, Assistant Principal 
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Dear Monroe Families: 
 
The days are shorter and the cooler weather is blowing in and the Monroe PTA has been busy supporting some of 
the programs and activities at Monroe.  A mystery theater group was at school for our 8th grade students and the 
students worked in groups to solve the mystery.  The 7th grade teams are visiting the Art Institute as they study the 
Renaissance.  Outdoor Ed was again a highlight for the 6th graders.  The National PTA Reflections program had 
many participants from Monroe.  The theme this year was “WOW”.  Watch for the projects to be displayed at 
school.     Monroe student’s artwork was displayed at LaSpiaza during American Education Week.  Sports teams are 
representing Monroe throughout the area.  Cross-country and volleyball have completed their seasons and boy’s 
basketball and wrestling are underway.   
 
Please consider helping where you can – it is great to continue to meet many new faces.  Many volunteers are 
working behind the scenes to plan and organize the events and activities at school.  The directories have been sent 
home, the cheesecakes have been picked up and plans are being made for the Monroe Family Dinner and Auction 
showcasing some of the performing groups from Monroe on Friday, March 20th and our spring used book sale.  
Please remember no matter where your talents or interests lie, there is a place for you in the Monroe PTA! 
 
Our next PTA meeting is Thursday, January 8th at 7pm in the Monroe LLC featuring the 8th grade teams.  Please join 
us!  Our PTA will meet at 7pm on the second Thursday of the month.  You are the PTA and your input is important 
 
Thank you for your support of the annual magazine drive.  The profits finance the programming we help provide to 
enhance the learning at school.  Magazines can be ordered throughout the year at QSP.   Donations to the Monroe 
PTA are appreciated as we plan the family dinner and auction.  Again, thanks for helping where you can. 
 
Happy Holidays and may your families enjoy the times together! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Thomas 
Monroe Middle School PTA President 
arwjm1@sbcglobal.net 



Spotlight on the Pioneers and Patriots Teams 
�
�

The Pioneer and Patriot students and 
teachers have been off to a great start and 

have come to the close of the first quarter.  
The teachers have enjoyed getting to know 
all the new faces, and have begun 

recognizing the effort and academic achievement of 
students through Eagle Excellence Awards.  It is our 
hope that all students will strive to do their best and 
promote good character throughout the school year 
and be proud to be a Monroe Eagle.   
 In Language Arts, a writing unit is the major 
focus.  Through an investigation of various artists, 
students will employ the six traits of writing, 
producing narrative, expository and descriptive 
pieces. This unit culminates in a research based oral 
presentation.  The students will also participate in a 
field trip to the Art Institute of Chicago.  Novel 
studies this semester include The Witch of Blackbird 
Pond, The Girl Who Owned a City, Tangerine and 
My Brother Sam is Dead.  Language Arts teachers 
also require students to read novels and non-fiction 
titles of their own choice.  Be sure to ask your child 
what he or she is currently reading.  Students will 
continue to work on narrative, persuasive, and 
expository pieces as the year progresses.  To improve 
students’ writing skills, we concentrate on producing 
sentences with strong vocabulary and more complex 
structure.  Revising and editing are an essential part 
of the writing process.  If you could assist your child 
in this area, it will help strengthen their skills.  Take a 
look at your child’s writing and compliment any 
improvements you notice. 
 Social Studies classes have begun the trek 
through the first years of our country’s history.  We 
have just completed the founding and formation of 
the thirteen original colonies, with strong emphasis 
on how geography and climate played a huge part in 

the development of the economics of 
each of the three sections.  Next we 
will study the roots of our democracy 
as we look at the reasons for revolution 

and how the events of 1763-1776 led to the rights and 
responsibilities outlined in our Constitution.  It’s 
been over 200 years since the opening up of the 
American west by Lewis and Clark (and of course 
their faithful Newfoundland dog, Seaman).  We will 
be reading original diaries and mapping their route to 
the Pacific.  The spring brings us through the 
development of the U.S. and the study of the causes 
and defining moments of the Civil War.  We will 
round out the year with a student favorite, a 
simulation of the Westward Expansion. 

Students in Course 2 Mathematics and Pre-
Algebra have been focusing on vocabulary, 
evaluating expressions, applying the rules for order 
of operations, and solving equations and inequalities. 
Students have also been spending time on problem 
solving and quiz corrections and explaining how and 
why they are using a specific step.  In the upcoming 
units, students will focus on number theory, including 
divisibility rules, prime factorization, least common 
multiples and greatest common factors.  This will 
lead into a unit on fractions before the end of the 
year. 

Due to testing new science textbooks, the 
science curriculum is following a different sequence 
this year.  We have just completed our study of cells.  
They learned about various parts of a cell and can 
differentiate between an animal and plant cell. 
 Students are currently using Bunsen burners 
and Easy Bake ovens to explore changes in matter.  
Our chemistry units include learning about the states 
of matter, physical and chemical properties and 
solubility. 
 Classification of living things follows our 
units on chemistry.  Your child will sort many objects 
into a variety of groups to learn how to classify.  
After classification we will study, with an 
emphasis on amphibians and, our best 
friend, the frog.  Frog dissection is 
always a highlight of 7th grade science.  
Students will work in groups to study the 
anatomy of the frog. 
 We will conclude the year with units in 
Earth Science.  Students will learn how fossils are 
made and will be able to explain what fossils tell us 
about life through time.  Students will model 

Geologic Time through a unit project. 
 

The 7th grade science teachers need several items in 
order to do a variety of labs with the students.  Can 
you help us?  If possible, please send in any of the 
items listed below with your child: 
Easy Bake Oven with accessories (we will return it to 
you if requested) 
Ziploc freezer bags, quart size 
Ziploc freezer bags, gallon size 
Plastic gloves 
Clean glass jars-wide mouth, quart size (example: 
spaghetti sauce, mayonnaise jars) 
Corn syrup 
White vinegar 
 
We look forward to a busy, exciting 7th grade year!!  



Monroe Minutes  
 

 
 
Attendance Office Reminders: 

All Middle School age students are required to be 
under school jurisdiction during the hours school is in 
session.  Regular attendance is essential if a student is to 
make use of the educational opportunities the school offers.  
Regular attendance develops dependability and 
responsibility in the student and contributes to academic 
achievement.  Parents of students, or those having legal 
custody or control of such students, have the responsibility 
for their student’s regular school attendance. The student 
who is absent misses class instruction, discussion and 
social interaction even if written work is completed at 
home.  Classroom activities and interaction cannot be 
duplicated.  

Communication about student attendance is 
essential.  It is our responsibility to account for every 
student enrolled at Monroe on a daily basis.  Therefore it 
becomes extremely important for parents or guardians to 
contact the school if their student is late or absent due to 
illness, emergencies, religious holidays, or other 
circumstances or situations that arise. 

Please contact the attendance office by 9:00 AM 
on EACH day of absence.  The number is 682-2290 and 
is available 24 hours a day. 
If calling the school is impossible, please send a note 
with your student indicating the reason for absence, 
when they return to school. 

If a student needs to leave school during the day, 
please contact the attendance office (682-2290) before 8:00 
AM.  Passes for students can only be given to students at 
8:05AM or during the lunch hour. (7th grade lunch is at 
10:30 AM, 6th grade lunch is at 11:18 AM, and 8th grade 
lunch is at 12:06 PM.)  Parents or guardians must come to 
the attendance office to sign for and escort their student out 
of the building.  This is important for safety and security.  
If the student returns during the school day, the student can 
enter school and report to the attendance office alone 
without the parent or guardian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parking Lot Procedures: 
 There are about 750 students enrolled at Monroe 
and almost 650 of them use bus transportation to arrive and 
depart daily.  Add to the mix many private vehicles and the 
traffic situation can be hectic and stressful.  Fortunately, 
we do have the benefit of using the neighboring 
Fairgrounds’ parking lot for additional vehicle needs.   
 Many parents elect to transport their student after 
school.  They utilize Monroe’s parking area but in a 
manner that can be inconvenient for the school.  It is 
important that access throughout the parking lot is 
maintained from 7:00 AM to 4:15 PM.  Many parents who 
transport students after school park in the traffic lanes in 
the parking lot.  This strategy is convenient for picking up 
students quickly but disruptive for normal school 
operations.  There are many parents who need to pick up a 
student for an appointment or meet with school personnel 
and must be able to access the lot for parking.  There are 
spaces in the front of the lot that are designated for that 
purpose, yet they are not accessible due to waiting 
vehicles.   
 We are asking parents to please observe safe and 
helpful strategies in the parking lot.  The buses that exit 
the school at about 3:10 PM must be given priority.  
Private vehicles must wait for the buses to exit before 
accessing the road west of the parking lot.  Do not use 
the bus lanes between 2:30 and 3:15 PM so the buses can 
fully access the lanes.  Please do not park in the traffic 
lanes in the parking lot for student pick up after school.  
There are many parking spaces available in the back row of 
the parking lot as well as the park district lot on the east 
side.  Also, parents can use the Fairground parking lot 
for picking up students without disrupting exiting bus 
and normal parking lot traffic.  As always, please 
observe safe traffic behavior before and after school in 
all areas especially if you elect to use the Fairgrounds. 
 Also, when using the bus lanes in the morning or 
after school, please keep the designated cross walk open 
while yielding to pedestrians; and always be aware of 
pedestrians walking between cars in the parking lot.
 Your cooperation and adherence to these 
procedures is greatly appreciated! 



 
 
From the Nurse’s Office: 
As the flu season approaches just a reminder of when it’s 
not appropriate to send children to school.  Your student 
should be kept home if: 

·  A rash is present that has not been evaluated by a 
physician. 

·  Your child’s oral temperatures is >100�. A child 
should be fever-free for 24 hours. 
DO NOT send kids to school if they have a 
temperature, even if they have been given 
Tylenol/Ibuprofen. 

·  The child vomits and continues to experience 
nausea and/or vomiting. 

·  Your child complains of severe, persistent pain. 
He/she should see a physician. 

·  There are signs of conjunctivitis (pink eye) with 
itching, red, and/or crusty eyes. 

·  Open sores that have not been evaluated by a 
physician. 

·  There are signs of lice (live lice, nits in the hair, or 
itchy scalp, and they haven’t been treated.) 

As always, with diseases such as strep throat, scarlet fever, 
impetigo, pink eye, or rashes, etc., students should return to 
school with written clearance from their doctor.   
 
MRSA:   
We continue to see cases of MRSA throughout the district.  
The most effective way to prevent the spread of MRSA, a 
disease resistant to normal antibiotics, is the use of frequent 
hand washing and other good hygiene.  Hands should be 
washed at least 15 seconds before rinsing.  All infected 
wounds, especially if draining, should be evaluated by a 
physician. 
 
Sports Physicals:  
Please be aware that each year that a student participates 
in interscholastic sports they have to have a new physical 
on file in the health office. If your student is in the 8th 
grade, their regular 9th grade physical could be given now 
and would count for both sports for this year and next year 
for 9th grade (they will need to have a copy of their 
immunizations for their 9th grade physical). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Follow These Steps if you get the Flu: 
If you get flu-like symptoms, which can include a fever, 
headache, tiredness, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, or body aches*follow the precautions below: 

·  Check with your health care provider. (If you have 
the flu, your doctor may prescribe antiviral 
medications for you.) 

·  If you think you have the flu, don’t go to 
school/work. 

·  Try to minimize contact with children as much as 
possible. 

·  Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you 
cough/sneeze and throw the used tissue away. 

·  Wash your hands often with soap and water and as 
soon as possible after you cough/sneeze. If you are 
not near water use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

·  Take precautions for first 5 days of illness 
(beginning the first day you notice symptoms.) 

 
 
Current 6 th Grade Students:   
Illinois state law mandates that all 6th graders have to have 
a dental exam done within 18 months of May 18, 2009. 

Electronic School Bags: 

District 200 is attempting to be more environmentally 
conscientious and reduce the amount of paper being sent 
home with students. We have found that many of the flyers 
that are distributed to students frequently never get out of 
the school bags or even make their way home at all. In an 
effort to address this issue, we have created an E-School 
Bag (Electronic School Bag) link on the District’s Website 
(www.cusd200.org) that will house the flyers and 
brochures that are usually distributed to students by our 
community partners. Rather than distributing a flyer to 
each student to carry home, these flyers will be posted on 
the District’s and respective school’s Website for families 
to access. Each school will keep a limited number of flyers 
for those students who may not have regular access to a 
computer at home. 



Chorus: 
Chorus has gotten off to a great start.  
We now are 80 members strong and I 
hope still growing!  On November 4th 
we had our first performance of the year at WNHS and 
combined voices with Franklin Middle School.  We left 
school around 1:30pm for the high school and rehearsed, 
ate pizza, rehearsed a little more and finally performed an 
evening concert.  The grand finale, Climbing up the 
Mountain, was a combined number with Franklin, Monroe 
and all the Wheaton North High School choirs.  It was very 
moving!  The day was long and exhausting, but well worth 
the time and effort.  The students did an awesome job! 
 This is the fourth year of Show Choir.  Mrs. Ryan 
held auditions at the end of school last year and selected 
fourteen 8th grade students.  Congratulations! 
 The Monroe Chorus and Show Choir are also busy 
preparing for their holiday concert which will be on Dec. 
11th at 7:30pm.  We are also planning another night of 
caroling at Danada Towne Square and supper at Noodles & 
Co. on December 12th.   This will be our sixth season for 
caroling and this is an outing the students really seem to 
enjoy.  There will be more details to follow. 
 December is a very busy month for the chorus 
students.  We not only have a concert and caroling but we 
are also going to see Wicked on December 17th.  The tickets 
for this field trip were sold out in less than one week. 
 We will perform for the Monroe Family Dinner in 
the spring and our final concert will be on May 21st at 
7:30pm.  We will also try to fit our annual bowling/pizza 
party trip in before the end of the year. 
 Chorus for the 7th and 8th grade meets during the 
last period of the day and we are always looking for more 
singers!  We also have an after school chorus which meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at 3:10 to 4:00pm.  The after 
school chorus is made up mainly of 6th grade students but 
any students wanting to be in chorus are always welcome 
to join us.  The activity bus is available for students staying 
for an after school activity.  See Mrs. Ryan if you are 
interested in joining Chorus. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Sharing: 
Collection Dates: November 17th – December 8th. 
For over 35 years, the Wheaton schools, area churches, 
local governments, businesses, and individuals have 
worked together to help make the holiday season happier 
for many families in need.  Last year, the Christmas 
Sharing program helped nearly 700 families and 3000 
people. 
Thanks to the generous donations of Monroe students and 
families last year, we were able to collect hundreds of 
dollars in donations.  This year, please consider bringing 
monetary donations, gift certificates, new and/or gently 
used toys, games and clothes for children and teens, non-
perishable food items, diapers, paper products, toiletries, 
and laundry products.  Checks should be made payable to 
“Christmas Sharing.”  Students and their families can 
bring in contributions for the Christmas Sharing 
program between Monday, November 17th and 
Monday, December 8th. 
Volunteers are also needed to help sort, organize, and 
distribute Christmas Sharing items after they have been 
collected.  Please contact Monroe’s social worker, Becky 
Rosenthal, or Christmas Sharing coordinator, Barbara 
Garlinger, at #665-1549 if you would be willing to help. 



 
 
 
 
7th Grade “A” Volleyball: 
The 7th grade “A” team was composed of a wonderful group of 
girls, and I thoroughly enjoyed coaching them this season.  With 
a winning record of 10-7, the girls worked hard and showed 
measurable improvements from the beginning to the end.  
Throughout the season the progress in skill level and ability to 
work together as a team was greatly noticeable in each game 
being played.  This is one of the most competitive groups of girls 
I have coached and I was sad to see the season come to a close.  
The girls made it the farthest any Monroe team has since Monroe 
joined the Two Rivers Conference – the Championship Game!  
After playing a tight first game, the girls were unable to close out 
the win – but I am extremely proud of their determination and 
dedication to the sport, each other and their coach.  What a 
memorable season!  Congrats to the following “A” team girls:  
Brandy Adams, Elise Almer, Anastasia Bartolomey, Leach 
Dunlap, Annie Hutchinson, Maddie Hutchinson, Francesca 
Lenzi, Hadley Pfalzgraf, Danielle Ralph, Chloe Sheehan, 
Madelyn Stubits and Nikki Togami.  Thanks for a great year 
girls! 
Coach Lauffer 
 
7th Grade “B” Volleyball: 
Thanks to all those girls who played on our 7th grade “B” team.  
Our season was full of learning experiences as well as many, 
many laughs.   The girls gave every game and every practice 
their best effort and made coaching them an enjoyable 
experience.  Each and every girl should be commended for their 
positive attitude and optimism as our season was full of highs 
and lows.  Finishing the year with a 7-8 record and a first round 
tournament win over Franklin makes this team the best I have 
had yet.  This group of girls will do very well in the future as a 
great group of athletes.  Keep up the good work and never give 
up.  The following girls made up our team this year:  Mary 
Aldridge, Sam Schieber, Dana Eden, Lauren Kadrmas, Abby 
Moravek, Jacki Marro, Alyssa Queley, Sarah Bradley, Meghan 
Schroeder, Roshni Vakil, Olivia Muehlfelt and Maddie Dease. 
Thanks again for such a great season and I wish you the best in 
all of your future athletic endeavors! 
Coach Formanski 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
8th Grade “A” Volleyball: 
Thanks to the following girls for a great season:  Kendra 
Arenkill, Laura Bucci, Mackenzie Dease, Abbie Holaway, 
Hannah Neilsen, Brittany Norris, Kelsey Sorensen, Reilly 
Stewart, Amy Tews and Mandy Traversa.  We finished our 
season with an overall record of 6 wins and 10 losses.  These 
girls worked hard and made great gains not only as individual 
athletes but also as a team.  Each girl not only improved in her 
skills of the game, but also her knowledge and has become a 
better volleyball player.  It is great to see as a coach all the things 
you’ve worked on throughout the season finally come together at 
the end.  Also, thanks to the parents for all their encouragement 
and support.  I wish the best to each of you. 
Coach Yarbrough 
 
8th Grade “B” Volleyball: 
Congratulations to the following players for their wonderful 
work this year:  Mariel Butler, Daniella DeRose, Kelly Doran, 
Megan Forrest, Deanna Haffensher, Allie Klatt, Karalyn 
Lawrence, Allie Royer, Morgan Tumino and Morgan Vought.  
We had a great year full of learning, hard work, dedication and 
fun.  I am proud of their accomplishments and wish the best of 
luck in their future athletic careers. 
Coach Boyd 
 
Cross Country: 
We had a fantastic 2008 Cross Country season, topped off by the 
eighth grade girls’ third place finish at this years Two Rivers 
Conference meet!  Thanks to all the students who participated 
and tried their hardest.  Our runners continually improved, with 
many athletes posting personal records by the end of the season.  
We are looking forward to seeing familiar faces next year, but 
the coaches at Wheaton North are already anxiously awaiting 
your arrival.  Seventh graders give track a try this year and we 
look forward to your leadership next year.  Sixth and seventh 
graders keep in shape and bring a friend (or two) next season.  
We would also like to thank our wonderful cross-country parents 
for buying snacks, taking pictures, decorating lockers, and 
supporting the team at meets (rain or shine� ). 
Coach Hoffmann and Coach Navarro 

Fall Sports Recap 
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If you would like to volunteer at the book fair, please contact Mrs. 
O’Grady at mogrady@cusd200.org or (630)682-2285 
�
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The decision to close school because of snow, extre me cold, or other emergency will be made as close t o 6 a.m. as 
possible. Dr. Richard Drury, Superintendent, will r ecord a telephone message to be delivered to the ho useholds of all 
District 200 families and staff announcing the clos ing by 6 a.m. For you to receive this message, your  current phone 
number must be on file with your child's school. Fa milies may also check school and District answering  machines and the 
District's home page ( www.cusd200.org ) for closing information. Local radio and TV stati ons will also be informed and 
announcements should be made over the following rad io and television stations:  
  
WGN Radio 720 WBBM News Radio 78 
CBS Channel 2  NBC Channel 5  
ABC Channel 7 WGN Channel 9 
Fox Channel 32 CLTV News Channel 48 

Closing information is also available by:  
Online:  www.EmergencyClosings.com   
E-mail:  Sign up for personalized e-mail notification at www.EmergencyClosings.com  
Facility Search:  You will need to enter " Dist 200" or your child's  school name along with the city that the school is  located 
in at  www.EmergencyClosings.com  to search. You may also search for the school's ph one number.  

Radio and TV stations are likely to report closings as Community Unit School District 200 or CUSD 200 and not list individual 
schools. Please listen to these announcements carefully as there are several District 200 school systems in the metropolitan area.  

If it is necessary to close school once classes begin, students will be dismissed based on information parents provide at registration. 
While the school will make every attempt to reach parents, it is not always possible. In those cases, the emergency information 
provided by parents at registration will be used. Please be certain that the school office has current names and phone numbers of 
your family's emergency contacts. It is suggested that you discuss these emergency arrangements with your child.  

A Message to Parents on School Closings from Superi ntendent Richard W. Drury  
Winter in the Chicago area can be very challenging. Snow storms and sub-zero temperatures are a common occurrence. When 
severe weather occurs, we must make the decision to open or close our schools. I can assure you that this decision is made 
cautiously and with much thought. Our ultimate concern is the safety of our students and the best interests of everyone in our school 
community.  

Whenever possible, we will make the decision to keep our schools open. When we are able to stay open, we give all parents the 
option of sending their children to school or keeping them home. When we close the schools, we remove this option. Therefore, 
when the weather is questionable in your mind, and the decision has been made to keep our schools open, please make the choice 
that is best for you and your children. You always have the right to keep your children home, and all student absences reported by a 
parent on such days will be treated as excused.  

A decision to close our schools for the day must be made by 6:00 a.m. If the decision is made after that, we run the risk of missing 
parents who have left for work, staff who have left for their schools and high school students preparing to leave for school. When 
making the decision to close or remain open, our main consideration is whether all students and staff can safely make it to school. 
We base our decision on the following information: 

• The bus company believes that they can run all of their bus routes in a timely manner and deliver our students safely to school. 
• The District 200 facilities' department is confident that they can keep our driveways, walkways, doorways and parking lots 

cleared sufficiently for pedestrians, cars, and emergency vehicles.  
• The municipal street departments servicing District 200 can maintain all of the streets in an acceptable manner.  
• The weather forecast supports our decision.  
• The decisions being made by neighboring school districts. 

I want to thank parents, students and staff in advance for your understanding the next time we need to make a decision to close 
school. When the snow piles up and/or the temperatures become extreme, we will need to make a decision regarding school 
closing. Please remember, that whenever possible, our school s will remain open. If you believe that the weather  conditions 
are not appropriate for your children to report to school, please exercise your right to keep them hom e. At the same time, 
we ask that everyone respect the rights of parents who choose to send their children to school.  

Richard W. Drury, Ed.D.  
Superintendent 



CUSD 200 PACE PROGRAM 
SAT Testing for Students Currently in 6th and 7th Grade 

 
 
District 200 will host SAT Testing again this year. The purpose of SAT testing is to 
identify students who are not currently a part of the PACE Program.  Testing results will 
be used to qualify students for 7th grade Fast Paced Language Arts, 7th grade Fast 
Paced Mathematics, 8th grade Fast Paced Language Arts, and 8th grade Fast Paced 
Mathematics for the 2009-2010 school year.  Students who are currently enrolled in 6th 
grade FPLA and /or FPM are also invited to participate – their results on the SAT will 
not  be used to exit any students from the PACE Program. 
 
Participation in the PACE SAT Testing is also beneficial because it allows students the 
opportunity to take the SAT without their results becoming a part of their permanent 
College Board record.  Although 6th grade students are targeted for SAT Testing, any 
middle school student who lives in the District 200 attendance area is eligible to 
participate.  Students will also be invited to test based on parent and/or teacher 
recommendation. 

 
Testing will be held at Monroe Middle School on Saturday, January 31, 2009. 
There will be a morning and an afternoon session available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  
Indian Prairie School District 204 in Naperville will also host SAT Testing on Saturday, 
February 14, 2009 for students who can not attend our test on January 31st. 
 
Students who currently attend a private school or are home schooled, but reside in the District 
200 attendance area, are eligible for the SAT Testing.  If a student qualifies for the PACE 
Program under these special circumstances, it becomes the parent’s responsibly to provide 
transportation to and from classes.  The parent must consider scheduling issues when making a 
decision regarding participation the PACE Program. 

 
 
 

If you are interesting in having your student participate, SAT Registration Forms are 
available 

On the District 200 website www.cusd200.org  under Educational Services > 
Special Programs > Gifted Education Program. 

If you do not have access to the website, please contact the PACE Office. 
 

Please complete and return the registration form with payment of $48.00 to the 
CUSD 200 PACE Office, 130 W. Park Ave., Wheaton, IL 60189. 

 
All Registration Forms and Fees are due by Monday, December 8, 2008. 

 
Questions regarding SAT Testing should be directed to the 

District 200 PACE Office at (630) 682-2010. 



8th Grade 
Yearbook Pictures 

 
Did you notice the extra pictures in the back of last year’s 
yearbook?  Parents are asked to submit a favorite picture of their 
child with a message for $20.00.  The funding from this project 
allows us to have color pages in our yearbook.  To participate, 
please do the following: 
 

1) Fill out the form below with your child’s full name  
and your message. Put money and form in the yellow  

              box in the front office.   Make sure a name is on the 
              back of the photo.  *Photos will not be returned. 
 

2) Message not to exceed 25 words 
 

3) Make check payable to Monroe Middle School 
 

 

Or 
 

Email photo and message to jdeetjen@CUSD200.org 
                               (and just put a check in yellow box) 
 

Thank you for your support and contribution.   
 

 
Student Name:  ________________________________   

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
_______ 
 

Don’t forget: 
___ Less then 25 words   ______ Picture  ______ $20.00 



PTA BRIEFS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Reflections Program 2008-2009 
������

 

Congratulations to all the students who entered projects in the Reflections Program 
this year.  A total of 58 entries were submitted.  Thirteen entries (*) were selected 
to advance to the District 200 level.  Independent individuals, outside District 200, 
judged all projects, anonymously. 

 

Thanks to all who participated … you did a Great Job! 
 
 
Margaret Sutton  Laura Bucci  Tabris Fleming Lindsey Beymer 
Alex Alkevicius  Colin Baillie  Jun James  *Annie Brcka 
*Abby Homberg  Michelle Maskeri *Tara Tsaparis  Helen Aber 
Connor Kocolowski  Marco Rosen  Kenzie Carn  Adam Dama 
Matthew Dahlman  Marissa McGee Zoran Janasic  Bridget Esposito 
*Sarah Dahm   *Brian Medendorp *Justin Carrington *Emma Grisanzio 
Reese Stoneburner  Clay Corso  Jack Williams  Kyle Nelson 
Wesley Nankervis  *Jamie Stolp  Chase Woodall Alexis Goszczycki 
Charlie Willman  Kasey Arbogast Carrie Daly  Nick Traversa 
Brenden Morissette  Garett Miller  Brennon Smith Catherine Miller 
Kaitlin Frazier   Alex VanPeenen Jack Chambers Adam Scherzer 
Kelly Daeschler  *Marissa Piccolello Olivia Hacker  *Kylia McDaniel 
Marina Magnelli  Grace Risner  Jamie Pocius  Henok Goitom  

James Howard Monroe Middle School PTA Meetings 2008-2009: 
 
No Meeting in December 
Thursday, January 8, 2009 
Thursday, February 12, 2009 
Thursday, March 12, 2009 
Thursday, April 9, 2009 
Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Meetings begin at 
7:00 PM and they 

are held in the 
Library Learning 

Center (LLC) 
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Yes, we can help!  
 Here is what we will donate to the silent auction 

 
 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

Value of donation:_____________________ 
 

 
We would prefer to send a monetary donation to the Monroe PTA.  Checks 
may be made to Monroe PTA.  Thank you for your support! 

 
 

Donations can be brought to the Staff Workroom and labeled  
PTA Silent Auction or you may contact: 

Jennifer Thomas arwjm1@sbcglobal.net  #630-668-6175 
 

 
Thanks in advance for helping with this fundraising event, so that we can continue 
the support of the programming at our school. 
 



You’re invited to the  
 

Monroe Family Dinner 
 

Friday March 20th, 2009 

5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 

*************************************************** *******
***** 

 

Catering by Addante’s 
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*************************************************** *******

***** 
Entertainment by  

 
Monroe Chorus 

Monroe Jazz Band 

Monroe Orchestra 

Monroe Drama 
 

*************************************************** *******
***** 

A silent auction will also be held to raise money for the many student 
activities the PTA funds. 

*************************************************** *******
***** 
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Adults:      $10.00   Adults:    $12.00   
Students:   $9.00    Students: $10.00 

 Family Ticket: $40.00   No Family Tickets available 
 

Advance ticket order form on reverse side 
 



Advance Ticket Order Form 

Monroe Family Dinner 
“Celebrate Monroe” 

 
Friday March 20th, 2009 

 
 
 
 
�  This event is a PTA fundraiser – Parent and teacher volunteers, student performers, and 

parents of student performers are asked to purchase tickets if they wish to have dinner. 
 
 

Please mail or return this form with payment to 

Monroe Middle School PTA  * Attn: Family dinner * 1 855 Manchester Road * Wheaton, IL  60187 

(Teachers: please return forms to “PTA Mailbox” in the teachers workroom) 

 
Note:   A Family ticket includes 2 adults and any children K-12 residing in the household. 
  
Family Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

# of Family Tickets ________________ @ $40.00 Each =   _______________________ 

(________# of adults in above Family Ticket) 

(________# of children in above Family Ticket) 

 

# of Adult Tickets:      _________________  @ $10.00  Each =  ____________________ 

# of Student Tickets:  __________________ @ $9.00  Each =   ____________________ 

 
___________  Cash     __________  Check#  Total Enclosed:    _________________ 
 

Please make checks made payable to Monroe PTA   Please write “Family Dinner” on all 
envelopes. 
 
 

*** This form and payment must be received by Friday March 6, 2009 
After March 6th, tickets must be purchased at the door. Family Tickets not available at the door. 

Monroe PTA Family Dinner Volunteer Form 
To make this event successful we need your help 

 
I can Volunteer:  Set-up ____ Serve _____  Bake _____ Clean-up ____  Ticket Sales _______
         (During Dinner) 

Name: _______________________________________ Phone #: __________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________   



 





 





 
 


